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King; but he would first see my Lord Elland, for he heard he was very debauched.
March 6. I went that day to Bufford, where I acquainted the Marquis with what had passed, only in general that he might know how to govern himself better with such a man. But he told me that the Duke was of so changeable and jealous an humour that it was not possible to keep friendly with him. I told my lord nothing of what my Lord of Danby had written to his grace concerning my Lord Downe, for that would rather have improved their enmity than their friendship. My lord told me some began to question whether or no the King would continue constant to his brother, or take part with the Duke of Monniouth, who was now treating to make his peace.
March 7. I went to Nottingham towards London, where I took the stage-coach for myself; my servants rode on horseback.
March 11. I reached London, where I found all well under the care and management of a prudent wife.
March 21. Having settled some affairs there, I went to Oxford.
March 22. I kissed the King's hand, who received me kindly. I acquainted him that I had directions from several gentlemen of the county that they had no interest or part in. the petition offered to the knights of the shire of Yorkshire at their election, to prosecute the Bill of Exclusion against the Duke of York ; and that it was only six or seven factious persons that had managed that business, though it passed for a more general thing. His Majesty answered that he had received some short account already to the same purpose, and bid me return his thanks to those that did not interest themselves in that concern.
March 23. The Parliament met. The Court was at Christchurch. The Commons sat in the schools, but were